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had not been made since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
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□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 
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Section V 

Reference will be made to the following documents: 

D1 : US-A-3 887 047 (HARNISH EUGENE E ET AL) 3 June 1 975 (1 975-06-03) 
D2: US-A-4 1 71 036 (PLAAT CORNELIUS L) 1 6 October 1 979 (1 979-1 0-1 6) 
D3: US-A-5 538 1 09 (SWANK JOHN P) 23 July 1 996 (1 996-07-23) 
D4: EP-A-0 555 819 (GOODRICH CO B F) 18 August 1993 (1993-08-18) 

The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 , 
and insofar as this claim can be understood (see Guidelines IV-lll-4.8), this document shows 
the following features thereof (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 

An adjuster assembly (54) for adjusting the release of clearance between selectively 
engageable friction parts to compensate for wear in such parts, comprising a continuous tube 
(58) and an expansion member (62, 72) together having a combined length controlling the 
release clearance of the selectively engageable friction parts, the expansion member (62, 72) 
having an expansion device (72) frictionally engaging the interior of the continuous tube (58) 
to effect progressive circumferential expansion of the continuous tube when the expansion 
device (72) is axially drawn through the continuous tube (58) to compensate for wear of the 
friction parts during actuation and release of said selectively engageable parts, and the 
continuous tube (58) having an end portion (78) processed differently from the balance of the 
continuous tube (58) for extending the usable portion of the continuous tube (58). 

Thus, all the technical features of claim 1 are known from one single document. 

The applicant's letter of 20.06.2005 has been considered. Nevertheless, according to the 
application on page 8, lines 15 to 21 , what allows the extension of the usable portion of the 
continuous tube is the increase in the resistance to travel of the ball at the end portion of the 
tube. This increase in resistance is achieved merely by processing the end portion differently. 
In document D1 the end portion of the continuous tube is processed differently and increases 
the resistance to travel of the ball. Therefore D1 destroys the novelty of claim 1. 

The features of dependent claims 2 (see Section VIII below) to 4, 6 and 7 are also known from 
the same document (58; column 3, lines 19 to 23). 
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Therefore claims 1 to 4, 6 and 7 are not new (Art. 33(2) PCT). 

The shape of the end portion of the continuous tube according to claims 5 and 8 appears to 
fall within the customary practice of a person skilled in the art. 

Therefore claims 5 and 8 appear not to add anything inventive to claims 1 to 4, and 6 to 7, 
respectively (Art. 33(3) PCT). 

Claims 9 to 1 8 contain in essence the same technical features as claims 1 to 8, and 
therefore the objections made above concerning novelty or inventive step also apply to 
these claims. 

Section VIII 

1 . Although claims 1 , and 1 0 have been drafted as separate independent claims, they 
appear to relate effectively to the same subject-matter and to differ from each other only in 
respect of the terminology used for the features of that subject-matter. The 
aforementioned claims therefore lack conciseness and as such do not meet the 
requirements of Article 6 PCT. 

2. Claims 2, and 12 are unclear (Article 6 PCT) because they do not contain any 
concrete technical features. 
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